
Welcome to the CMAA - South Atlantic Chapter’s 2018-2019 
season! I am delighted to be the President of Atlanta’s best 
AEC organization. The economy is booming and I am sure that 
everyone is busy as ever trying to stay aware and ahead of the 
current events and trends of the construction market. Have 
no fear the SAC is here with another year of the programs and 
events that you have come to love; meeting and exceeding 
your expectations for quality and quantity. We have already 
had two sold out events, August’s Owner’s Social at 5 Season’s 
Westside and October’s  “Women in Construction” breakfast 
meeting at the always great, Buckhead Club. Our goals for this 
season remain to continue membership growth, CCMs, CMITs, 
scholarships from the foundation, and participation from you.   

CMAA is the front runner in construction management 
education and the South Atlantic Chapter looks to lead the 
way. We have scheduled the lunch and learn series that meets 
in Midtown (the offices of CBRE at 999 Peachtree) monthly to 
offer insights into the current means and methods of building 
and new trends and technology that will soon change the 
industry. Our regular breakfast meetings at the Buckhead Club 
are occasions to hear firsthand from owners and professionals 
about challenges and opportunities industry-wide. Attendees 
learn what’s upcoming in their markets while networking and 
socializing with the best over breakfast, all before banker’s 
hours! Each event we have benefits the 501(c) 3 scholarship 
foundation in some way. You can also support the Foundation 
through Amazon Smile. Information about all of our events, 
initiatives and activities are found on our website. 

The CMAA is also the leader for industry accreditation. The 
Certified Construction Manager is the only CM certification 
accredited by the American National Standards Institute (ANSI) 
under the International Organization for Standardization’s 
ISO-17024 standard. Provided by the CMCI, the CCM 
recognizes professional development and the skills necessary 
for the successful practice of construction management. 

Our Chapter is offering a 
Professional CM course 
in Atlanta (2019) to those 
interested in developing 
the core competencies of 
construction management. 
The CMIT is for the up-and- 
comers in the industry to 
cultivate a successful career 
in construction management. 
Details are on the CMAA National website (cmaanet.org).

Of course we have fun as well. Owner’s Socials are spread 
throughout the year and across Atlanta’s destination hangouts. 
An after-hours event to meet and mingle with the region’s 
inaccessible owners and top AEC professionals. This event 
also periodically partners with other industry organizations 
like COAA, to double the fun and networking prospects. The 
annual golf tourney at Berkeley Hill CC is once again Birdies, 
Burgers and Beer and will sell out fast so don’t wait to sign up. 
The illustrious Project Achievement Awards will happen in 
early summer and we are looking for the best of the regions 
projects to recognize. Another annually sold out event that is 
packed with owners and the city’s best builders and design 
professionals should be a date already saved on your calendar. 
Please visit our website (cmaasac.org) for dates, registration 
and sponsorship opportunities for all of our events. 

In closing this season is full of awesome events for our 
membership to learn and grow both professionally and 
personally. Mixing business with pleasure we have a full year 
planned and I am excited to see you at our programs.  

  Ronnie Byrd, CCM
  President - CMAA South Atlantic Chapter
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Every beginning has an end and 
every end has a new beginning….
that is how the saying goes.  The 
2018-2019 Chapter Year started 
and ended with a BANG!  The 
2017-2018 Board of Directors 
should be very proud of its 
accomplishments over the past 
year.  The list of outstanding 
programs and successful events 
was amazing. And, it all started 
with a vision.
 
We determined two years ago to 
start our own stand-alone 501 c 
3 Scholarship Foundation.  We 
utilized an attorney to oversee 
our efforts – we wanted to make 
sure we did this right!  We wrote 
bylaws and standing rules, we 
reviewed other Chapters and 
other organizations Scholarship 
Foundations, and we established 
a Board of Directors to oversee the 
Foundation. We set up “win-win” 
programs with the CMAA South 
Atlantic Chapter to best plan 
for building funds by creating 
a great division of labor.  By 
pulling resources the Scholarship 
Foundation raised over $30K its 
first year.  We were able to give 
out three scholarships this year 
– and we look forward to more 
next year.  We created, not only 
a graduate and undergraduate 
application process, but we 
created the “Tools of the Trade” 
scholarship to work with TCSG 
and its colleges.  We will continue 
to build on this program.
 
Our chapter events were also very 
successful. For the most part, all 
education programs were sold 

out events.  We looked to host 
relevant and timely programs.  
Our Lunch and Learn programs 
are unmatched in the industry.  
Need CEU’s? Come see us!
 

Our signature events - from 
the Birdies, Burgers & Beers 
Golf Tournament to the Project 
Achievement Awards Gala – 
both were off the charts!  The 
Golf Tournament raised more 
money than ever, with 25% of the 
proceeds going to the Scholarship 
Foundation.  The Gala had more 
award submissions than in years 
past and also raised more money 
than in the history of hosting this 
event – 50% of the proceeds went 
to the Scholarship Foundation.  
 
The chapter overall increased 
its revenue by 65% and added 
an additional 10 programs.  
We partnered with other 
organizations from the Atlanta 
Center for Creative Inquiry (ACCI) 
to the Construction Education 
Foundation of GA (CEFGA) 
to the Construction Owners 
Organization of America and 
more.  We realize we are much 
better if we collaborate and all 
work together for the greater 
good of the industry.  For all these 
reasons, and more, CMAA-SAC 
was recognized for the Chapter of 
the Year Award, Division 4.
 
Stacey Chapman (CROFT & 
Associates), Stephanie Davis 
(Terracon), Ronnie Byrd (MC 
Dean) and Johnny Tolbert 
(City of Atlanta) attended the 
CMAA National Conference and 
represented the Chapter at the 
conference and tradeshow. 

Congratulations to our Board of 
Directors, our members and the 
other award winning chapters!

2018 CHAPTER OF THE YEAR
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The Construction Management 
Association of America South Atlantic 
Chapter (CMAA SAC) celebrated its 2018 
Project Achievement Awards Night and 
Annual Banquet at the Summerour 
Studio in Atlanta, Georgia on June 12. 
The gala was a huge success and a sell-
out event.  CMAA SAC recognized various 
companies for their award-winning, 
innovative, and cutting-edge projects. 

The banquet commenced with  a 
welcome and event sponsor recognition 
by Chapter President, Stacey Chapman, 
followed by recognition of the outgoing 
Board of Directors. Ms. Chapman then 
presented JE Dunn with the Partner 
of the Year Award for the support and 
assistance provided to the chapter 
throughout the year.  Stephanie Davis 
of Terracon received the President’s 
Award for her contributions and effort 
in making the year so successful. Ashley 
Dale received the Above and Beyond 
award for her contributions beyond her 
role as Executive Director for CMAA SAC.

The keynote speaker was Andrea 
Rutledge, CAE our CMAA National 
President, who provided an update on 
CMAA National initiatives. After the 
keynote, the CMAA SAC Scholarship 
Foundation presented their three awards 
(see page 8 for details). 

The event wrapped up with Trevor Pitt 
of The  Whiting-Turner Contracting 
Company and CMAA SAC Past 
President, presenting the 2018 Project 
Achievement Awards. Mark your 
calendars to join us in June 2019 and get 
those entries in!

2018 CMAA SAC Project Achievement Award Event Sponsors
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   2018 CMAA-SAC  
PROJECT ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS WINNERS 

TRANSPORTATION
Constructed value less than $50M

Concourse F - A380 Gate F3 Reconfiguration 
Atlanta GA New South Construction WINNER

PUBLIC WORKS 
constructed value less than $100M

FC-8155 Design-Build R.M. Clayton WRC 
Headworks Improvements, Atlanta GA

Western Summit / Anatek  
Construction JV WINNER

PUBLIC BUILDING - NEW CONSTRUCTION 
constructed value less than $10M

Morgan County Transportation Facility 
Madison, GA Parrish Construction Group WINNER

constructed value less than $30M
Georgia Tech West Village Dining Commons 

Atlanta, GA Juneau Construction Company WINNER

constructed value less than $50M

University of North Georgia Convocation 
Center, Dahlonega, GA Juneau Construction Company WINNER

constructed value less than $100M

Grady Health System Emergency Department 
Renovation & Expansion, Atlanta, GA McCarthy Building Companies WINNER

constructed value greater than $100M

SunTrust Park
Atlanta, GA American Builders 2017 WINNER

PUBLIC BUILDING - PROGRAM MANAGEMENT
Atlanta-Fulton County Library System Capital 
Improvement Program Phase I, Atlanta, GA

CBRE | Heery / HJ Russell,  
A Joint Venture WINNER

PUBLIC BUILDING - RENOVATION | MODERNIZATION
constructed value less than $20M

Georgia State University Stadium 
Atlanta, GA JE Dunn Construction WINNER

constructed value greater than $20M

Pope High School Renovation and Addition 
Marietta, GA Winter Construction WINNER



PRIVATE BUILDING - NEW CONSTRUCTION
constructed value less than $10M

Young Harris College Glenn Auditorium 
Renovation, Young Harris, GA Parrish Construction Group WINNER

constructed value less than $30M
YANMAR EVO//CENTER

Acworth, GA Carroll Daniel Construction WINNER

constructed value less than $50M
Emory Sports Medicine Complex 

Brookhaven, GA HJ Russell & Company WINNER

constructed value greater than $100M
The Home at the Battery Atlanta

Atlanta, GA Juneau Construction Company WINNER

program management
Emory Sports Medicine Complex 

Brookhaven, GA HJ Russell & Company WINNER

sustainability
Emory Sports Medicine Complex 

Brookhaven, GA HJ Russell & Company WINNER

PRIVATE BUILDING - RENOVATION | MODERNIZATION
constructed value less than $20M

Northeast Georgia Health System: Outpatient 
Observation Unit & MEP Expansion

Braselton, GA
Turner Construction Company WINNER

BEST IN CLASS - HEALTHCARE 
constructed value greater than $10M

Roosevelt Warm Springs Rehabilitation & 
Renovation, Warm Springs, GA Barton Malow Company WINNER

constructed value less than $50M
Emory Johns Creek Hospital Radiology 

Observation Care Unit / Clinical Decision Unit 
Johns Creek, GA

DPR Construction WINNER

BEST IN CLASS - HOSPITALITY 
constructed value less than $30M

Aloft Hotel 
Alpharetta, GA Evergreen Construction WINNER

BEST IN CLASS - HIGHER EDUCATION 
constructed value less than $20M

August University Ceramics Lab Renovation
 August, GA Albion WINNER
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SunTrust Park
Atlanta, Georgia 

nominated by 
American Builders 2017 

There were many winners across multiple categories, but 
the overall winner for CMAA SAC 2018 Project Achievement 
Awards was the new SunTrust Park, home of the Atlanta 
Braves, constructed by American Builders 2017. 

American Builders 2017 — A joint venture between 
Brasfield & Gorrie, Mortenson Construction, Barton Malow 
Co. and New South Construction Co.—completed the 
ballpark in 29 months, just in time for the start of the 2017 
season. The construction team and its subcontractors 
logged more than 5.6 million work hours on the project. 

The project was built on a 57-acre wooded site at the 
intersection of Interstates 75 and 285 in Cobb County. 
Three natural gas pipelines running through the main 
portion of the ballpark site had to be relocated and deep 
rock near home plate required blasting approximately 50 
ft into the rocky areas. We encountered soft soils in the 
outfield and surcharged soils for 45-60 days, depending 
on the area being surcharged. The foundation system 
consists of spread footings on rock and caissons (up to 
90 ft deep) in the soil sections. AB2017 didn’t just build 
a ballpark; we built the infrastructure that supports the 
entire 57-acre development as well as 3 separate parking 
decks and the Main Plaza.

One of the most innovative parts of the project, the 
sports lighting system, resulted from the project team’s 
collaboration with GE in the development of its first full 
LED system in a major league ballpark. This lighting system, 
in conjunction with the lighting controls, allows the Braves 
to create custom lighting scenes and special effects that 
are not possible with traditional sports lighting systems.

These types of projects have “Event Driven Schedules”, 
meaning you can’t delay or move a Major League Baseball 
game. Added to this was the requirement for the Atlanta 
Braves to be completely moved out of Turner Field by 
December 31, 2016 or face steep financial penalties. 
AB2017 was able to meet all of their contractual deadlines.

PROJECT INNOVATION AWARD
GBI Morgue Cooler Addition & New Medical 

Examiner’s Office Building Piedmont Construction WINNER

BOARD CHOICE AWARD
WeWork

Atlanta, GA DPR Construction WINNER

2018 PROJECT OF THE YEAR
SunTrust Park 

Atlanta, GA American Builders 2017
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PROJECT SPOTLIGHT



Through the creation of the 501(c)3 
Scholarship Foundation, CMAA 
SAC is investing in our future 
leaders. Producing high quality, well 
attended, and profitable programs 
has allowed CMAA SAC to invest 
financially in the Foundation through 
percentages of the proceeds. The 
Foundation began with a $500 
donation from a Member Firm 
and grew to a year-end revenue 
of $27,000, an exceptional first 
year growth. This success allowed 
the Foundation to award three 
scholarships this year to deserving 
students.

Two types of scholarships are offered: 
• Graduate/Undergraduate 

Scholarship for full-time 
students enrolled in an A/E/C 
degree program, or other related 
degree program in the South 
Atlantic Chapter region.

• Tools of the Trade Scholarship 
for those enrolled in an industry 
related Technical College System 
of Georgia (TCSG) certificate, 
diploma, or degree program. 

On June 12 of this year, CMAA SAC 
awarded three scholarships at the 
Annual Project Achievement Awards 
Gala held at Summerour Studio in 
Atlanta. The recipients included two 
Undergraduate/Graduate winners 
and one Tools of the Trade winner.

The 2018 Tools of the Trade 
Scholarship was awarded to Ryan 
Crawford, a student at Southern 
Crescent Technical College 
pursuing a diploma in Construction 
Management.

The 2018 Undergraduate/Graduate 
Scholarship, sponsored by Whiting-
Turner was awarded to Brian Szoch, 
a third-year student at The University 
of Georgia pursuing a BS in Civil 
Engineering. In his application Brian 

wrote, “Through my semesters I have 
learned that your engineering degree 
is only as good as the effort you put 
into it.”

The 2018 Undergraduate/Graduate 
Scholarship, sponsored by Pieper 
O’Brien Herr Architects was awarded 
to Spencer Pursley, a first-year 
graduate student at Georgia 
Tech pursuing a PhD in Building 
Construction. Spencer received his 
Bachelors and Masters degrees from 
Auburn University. In his application 
Spencer wrote, “I am also intrigued by 
the role that technology applications 

such as BIM, CAD and 3D Modeling 
continually define and improve best 
practices in construction and design. 
Having lived abroad, I am also excited 
about the opportunities Georgia Tech 
offers to visit and exchange ideas 
with other cultures.”

The CMAA SAC Scholarship 
Foundation accepts donations for the 
fund through multiple channels. You 
may contribute as an add-on item 
during registration for one of the 
chapter’s many events throughout 
the year. Contribute directly by 
mailing a check to the chapter, 
indicating a scholarship donation. In 
addition, we’re thrilled to announce, 
that you can contribute without 
spending a penny, well not to CMAA 
SAC anyway. 

Recently, we connected the CMAA-
SAC Scholarship Foundation 
to AmazonSmile. a simple and 
automatic way for you to support the 
CMAA-SAC Scholarship Foundation 
every time you shop, at no cost to 
you. When you shop at smile.amazon.
com, everything functions the same, 
with the added bonus that Amazon 
will donate a portion of the purchase 
price to the CMAA-SAC Scholarship 
Foundation. To shop at simply go 
to smile.amazon.com, select: CMAA 
South Atlantic Chapter Foundation, 
Inc. as your charitable organization 
and begin shopping!

CMAA SAC and the Scholarship 
Foundation extend our 
congratulations again to these 
deserving students and look forward 
to receiving and reviewing all the 
applications for the 2019 scholarships 
in the spring. In the meantime, we 
encourage you to join as at one 
of our upcoming events to learn 
more about what’s trending in the 
industry and network with industry 
professionals.

2018 SCHOLARSHIP FOUNDATION AWARDS
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Spencer Pursley accepts the CMAA 
SAC Pieper O’Brien Herr Architects 
Scholarship in the amount of $2,000. 

Brian Szoch accepts the CMAA SAC 
Whiting-Turner Scholarship in the 
amount of $2,500.

Ryan Crawford accepts the CMAA SAC 
Tools of the Trade Scholarship in the 
amount of $500.



SPONSOR SPOTLIGHT | SMITH CURRIE
The roles of women in the construction industry are 
changing and, thankfully, expanding now more than ever 
before.  Recognizing this exciting and necessary trend, 
Smith Currie was proud to sponsor the CMAA South Atlantic 
Chapter’s October breakfast meeting entitled “My Daughter 
Is Your … a Celebration of Women in Construction.”  
Attendees of the sold-out event witnessed an impressive 
panel of female leaders in the local AEC community who 
shared their experiences and recommendations for the 
next generation.  Our firm was honored to be a part of the 
discussion, and to explore ways to expand the opportunities 
for a diverse workforce in the construction industry.

As one of the pioneers of the construction law practice, 
Smith Currie is proud to be an advocate for increased 
participation of women in the industry.  We are committed 
to diversity within our firm, which includes attracting and 
retaining women lawyers.  We believe our success depends 
on having a team of legal professionals who represent 
the diversity of the construction industry. We support 
the women in our firm by providing a platform for career 
and business development. The women attorneys at 
Smith Currie are leaders in construction and government 
contracting law, and in their respective communities.  
At Smith Currie, we are proud to celebrate our female 
attorneys and recognize their dedication to the clients we 
serve and the organizations that promote and support 
women in the construction and government contracting 
industries.

We thank CMAA for the opportunity to sponsor the October 
program, and a special thank you goes to our colleagues:

• Sarah K. Carpenter (Associate, D.C. Office)
• Sarah E. Carson (Of Counsel, Raleigh Office)
• Y. Lisa Colon (Partner, Fort Lauderdale Office)
• Jeanne M. Harrison (Associate, Atlanta Office)
• Whitney Judson (Associate, Atlanta Office)
• S. Elysha Luken (Partner, Fort Lauderdale Office)
• Tracey W. Pruiett (Of Counsel, Atlanta Office)
• Denise M. Clark (Firm Administrator)
• Lauren Van Buren (Associate, Fort Lauderdale Office)
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NATIONAL EDUCATOR OF THE YEAR
PARDIS PISHDAD-BOZORGI OF GA TECH

For Everything You Want to Build, CMAA Delivers the Tools BUILDING CON NECTIONS  |  FALL 2018

CMAA’s awards program 
recognizes excellence in 
construction management 
practice and honors companies 
and individuals each year based 
on merit. A panel of judges 
reviews each nomination 
carefully and chooses the best 
candidate in each category. 

Pardis Pishdad-Bozorgi, 
assistant professor at the 
School of Building Construction, is the 2018 
National Construction Management Association 
of America (CMAA), Educator of the Year. This 
honor emphasizes excellence in teaching and 
recognizes a full-time educator for outstanding 
professional accomplishments and a commitment to 
construction management education.
In addition to earning a Bachelor of Science in 
Architectural Engineering, Pishdad-Bozorgi holds a 

Ph.D. in Environmental Design 
and Planning, and a Master of 
Science in Civil Engineering from 
Virginia Tech; a Master of Design 
Studies in Project Management 
and Real Estate from Harvard 
University; and a Master of 
Architecture from the University 
of Tehran.

She also serves as an academic 
advisor to the CMAA’s Board 

of Directors. She was honored during the CMAA 
National Conference & Trade Show, October 14-16, 
2018 in Las Vegas, Nevada. 

“Each of our award winners work hard to make a 
difference, and we commend each of them for their 
achievements and contributions to the construction 
industry,” states CMAA President and Chief Executive 
Officer Andrea S. Rutledge, CAE.

The South Atlantic Chapter of CMAA (which includes 
Georgia, Alabama, South Carolina, and Tennessee) is 
seeking your support for 2018 – 2019.  Your support will 
make it possible for us to provide top-notch events and 
better communication for our members.  The success of 
these will be credited largely to our sponsors, who lend 
their names and financial support throughout the year.

The Sponsorship Program has been established to focus 
on bridging partnerships with region-wide businesses 
and organizations – all in an effort to grow the chapter 
resources to better serve our members and our 
communities.

The structure of our Sponsorship Program will provide 
exposure for your company at an amazing value.  We 
have various levels and ways for you and your firm to 
support CMAA-SAC, as detailed in the attached.  

This year we have revamped the Chapter Sponsor 
package to add value, opportunity, visibility and 
benefits for our sponsor firms. We encourage you to 
consider these new offerings and sign up soon to ensure 
maximum benefits are received and recognition begins 
as soon as possible.

Thank you in advance for your willingness to support the 
efforts of the South Atlantic Chapter.  If we can answer 
any questions, please do not hesitate to contact us. The 
packages and benefits can be found on our website at 
cmaasac.org/sponsorship.

THANK YOU TO OUR CURRENT  
2018-2019 CHAPTER SPONSOR

2018 - 2019 CHAPTER SPONSORSHIP



CMAA-SAC
PO Box 7828

Atlanta, GA 30357
cmaasac.org

SPONSOR CELEBRATION
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We are most appreciative of the enormous support we have 
received from the industry in the way of sponsorships this year. 
Starting with this issue and going forward, we will be highlighting 
each of the sponsors for the events of the previous quarter. Rest 
assured, if you want to see your logo here, there is no shortage of 
future opportunities for sponsorship. You can see the events and 
benefits detailed on the website at cmaasac.org/sponsorship.

CON NECT WITH CMAA-SAC

CMAASAC
CMAA-SAC

CMAA South Atlantic Chapter

info@cmaasac.org


